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learned lecture in which he argued that public service commissions could 
be made permanently successful only: (1) By limiting their powers 
to fewer and simpler functions; (2) by appointing as commissioners only 
experts qualified by technical training and practical experience; and (3) 
by either eliminating all exercise of judicial power by such commissions 
or affording a full judicial review of their exercise of such power. 

The lectures proved to be so very interesting and valuable, and there 
was such a great demand for printed copies of them that it was decided 
to publish them, and this volume is the result. It was not intended as 
n comprehensive and connected discussion of the whole subject; but 
it is admirably suited "for the practical guidance of practicing lawyers, 
already familiar with the general principles and rules of practice, in 
accomplishing specific things in the best and most efficacious ways," and 
it is extremely interesting reading for anyone having sufficient technical 
learning to understand it. 

Walter Wyatt. 



Constitutional Conventions: their Nature, Powers, and Limita- 
tions, by Roger Sherman Hoar. (Boston: Little, Brown, and Com- 
pany, 1917, pp. xviii, 240.) 

The author of this book was a member of the commission to com- 
pile information and data for the use of the Massachusetts Convention 
of 1917, and the impendency of conventions in Illinois, Indiana, Ne- 
braska, and .New Hampshire, as well as in Massachusetts, gave his re- 
searches timeliness and great practical utility. The only other volume 
dealing with this subject is Judge Jameson's well-known work, now 
out of print. Mr. Hoar has gone over the important judicial decisions 
since 1887, not covered by Judge Jameson, and his conclusions on the 
many vital and technical points relating to constitutional conventions 
are authoritative and will probably be of much service in determining 
the procedure of future state constitutional revision. 



